Public Document Pack

ABERDEEN

CITY COUNCIL

To: All Members of the Council

Town House,
ABERDEEN, 4 October 2023

COUNCIL

The Members of the COUNCIL are requested to meet in Council Chamber - Town
House on WEDNESDAY, 11 OCTOBER 2023 at 10.30am. This is a hybrid meeting,
therefore Members may also attend remotely.

JENNI LAWSON
INTERIM CHIEF OFFICER - GOVERNANCE
(LEGAL)

BUSINESS

ADMISSION OF BURGESSES

1.1  Admission of Burgesses

NOTIFICATION OF URGENT BUSINESS

2.1 Notification of Urgent Business

DETERMINATION OF EXEMPT BUSINESS

3.1 Members are requested to determine that the exempt business be considered with
the press and public excluded

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND TRANSPARENCY STATEMENTS

4.1 Members are requested to declare any interests or connections

DEPUTATIONS

5.1 Deputation Requests




6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

7.1

8.1

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S) OF COUNCIL

Minute of Special Meeting of Aberdeen City Council of 23 August 2023 - for
approval (Pages7 -8)

Minute of Meeting of Aberdeen City Council of 23 August 2023 - for approval
(Pages 9 - 22)

Minute of Adjourned Meeting of Aberdeen City Council of 11 September 2023 - for
approval (Pages 23 - 36)

Minute of Special Meeting of Aberdeen City Council of 18 September 2023 - for
approval (Pages 37 -42)

Minute of Meeting of Urgent Business Committee of 7 July 2023 - for approval
(Pages 43 - 46)

REFERRALS FROM COMMITTEES

Anti-Poverty and Inequality Committee of 30 August 2023 - Citizen Assemblies
(Pages 47 - 56)

BUSINESS PLANNER AND OTHER MINUTES

Council Business Planner (Pages 57 - 66)

GENERAL BUSINESS

Annual Performance Reports - 2022/2023 for all Tier 1 ALEOs: Aberdeen
Performing Arts: Aberdeen Sports Village; Bon Accord Care; Sport Aberdeen -
COM/23/305 (Pages 67 - 152)

Options Appraisal on Working Arrangements with our ALEOs - CFS/23/315
(Pages 153 - 168)

Aberdeen Local Development Plan 2023 - Proposed Aberdeen Planning Guidance
and Supplementary Guidance - COM/23/303 (Pages 169 - 288)

Finalised Draft George Street Masterplan - COM/23/304 (Pages 289 - 712)

North East of Scotland Investment Zone Proposal - COM/23/316 (Pages 713 -
732)




9.6

9.7

9.8

9.9

9.10

9.11

Annual Procurement Report 2022-2023 - COM/23/309 (Pages 733 - 782)

Council Delivery Plan, Annual Review Report 2022-23 - COM/23/310 (Pages 783 -

812)

Aberdeen City Population Needs Assessment 2023 - CUS/23/312 (Pages 813 -

908)

Community Planning Aberdeen Annual Outcome Improvement Report 2022/23 -

CUS/23/314 (Pages 909 - 986)

Community Planning Aberdeen Locality Annual Outcome Improvement Reports

2022/23 for North, South and Central Localities - CUS/23/313 (Pages 987 - 1052)

Appointment of an External Adviser to Anti-Poverty and Inequality Committee -

CUS/23/311 (Pages 1053 - 1056)

NOTICES OF MOTION

10.1 Notice of Motion by Councillor Cooke
That Council;

1.

Notes the Lord Advocate’s statement ‘that it would not be in the public interest to prosecute
drug users for simple possession offences committed within a pilot safer drugs consumption
facility.”

Agrees that safer drug consumption facilities are an important public health measure that
could sawe lives, and supports all options within the existing legal framework being explored
to enable the delivery of these facilities to prevent owerdoses and reduce harm.

Notes the Minister for Drug and Alcohol Policy, on 19 September 2023 in the Scottish
Parliament, stated “In the past two years, the University of Stirling has undertaken work to
look at how we could roll out a drug-checking pilot within Scotland. During that research
phase, seweral potential locations were identified. We know that Aberdeen, Glasgow and
Dundee have expressed their wish to be part of the pilot. The research was published at the
end of July and we are now helping those areas to apply for licences. We await a final
communication from the United Kingdom Home Office that will help us to ensure that those
licensing applications can go in and will be met with the most sympathetic ear possible.”
Welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to tackling drug harm as part of a public
health approach and will work with partners to support and assist in applications for drug-
checking facilities being made available in Aberdeen.

Instructs the Chief Officer - Health and Social Care Partnership to engage with relevant
partners, in particular, the Aberdeen City Alcohol and Drugs Partnership, to support delivery
of a drug-checking pilot in Aberdeen.

Encourages all Council Members, where comfortable to do so, to be trained and carry
naloxone during their councillor duties, in the event that they encounter a member of the
public in an overdose situation and to promote naloxone within their communities.

Instructs the Chief Officer - Health and Social Care Partnership to report to the Aberdeen
City Integration Joint Board by March 2024 on the progress of those discussions with
partner agencies, the Scottish Government and Home Office.



10.2 Notice of Motion by Councillor Cooke

That the Council:

1.

Notes the report of the external auditor, Audit Scotland, into the audit of
the 2022/23 North East Scotland Pension Fund Annual Report and
Accounts;

Notes in particular Recommendation 3 of that report, namely: “we
encourage Aberdeen City Council, as the administering authority, to fill
the vacancies on the Pensions Committee and for members to work
together for the benefit of the fund”; and

Deeply regrets the Labour Group’s continued failure to participate in the
Pensions Committee contrary to the recommendation of the external
auditor, noting that the interests of the 77,000 members of the Pension
Fund would be best served by participation in the Committee being from
across the political perspectives that make up Aberdeen City Council, the
Administering Authority.

EXEMPT /CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

11.1 Options Appraisal on Working Arrangements with our ALEOs - CFS/23/315 -

exempt appendices (Pages 1057 - 1192)

lIAs related to reports on this agenda can be viewed here

Website Address: www.aberdeencity.gov.uk

Should you require any further information about this agenda, please contact Martyn
Orchard, tel 01224 067598 or morchard@aberdeencity.gov.uk


https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/people-and-communities/equality-and-diversity/ehria-search
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/

Agenda Iltem 6.1

ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL

Town House,
ABERDEEN, 23 August 2023

MINUTE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL

Sederunt;

Lord Provost David Cameron, Chairperson;

GILLIAN AL-SAMARAI
NURUL HOQUE ALI
CHRISTIAN ALLARD
ALISON ALPHONSE
KATE BLAKE
JENNIFER BONSELL
MARIE BOULTON
DESMOND BOUSE
RICHARD BROOKS
HAZEL CAMERON
DONNA CLARK
JOHN COOKE

NEIL COPLAND
WILLIAM CORMIE
BARNEY CROCKETT
SARAH CROSS
DEREK DAVIDSON
LEE FAIRFULL
EMMA FARQUHAR
GORDON GRAHAM
ROSS GRANT

Depute Provost Steve Delaney; and

COUNCILLORS

MARTIN GREIG
DELL HENRICKSON
RYAN HOUGHTON
MICHAEL HUTCHISON
MICHAEL KUSZNIR
GRAEME LAWRENCE
SANDRA MACDONALD
NEIL MacGREGOR
ALEXANDER McLELLAN
KEN McLEOD
CIARAN McRAE
M. TAUQEER MALIK
DUNCAN MASSEY
JESSICA MENNIE
ALEX NICOLL
MIRANDA RADLEY
KAIRIN VAN SWEEDEN
LYNN THOMSON
SIMON WATSON

and
IAN YUILL

Lord Provost David Cameron, in the Chair.

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found here.

Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of approval,
these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this document will not be

retrospectively altered.
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Special Council Meeting, Wednesday, 23 August 2023

REVIEW OF COMMUNITY COUNCIL GOVERNANCE - COM/23/231

1.

The Council had before it a report by the Director of Commissioning which

presented the Revised Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils including
boundary changes for some Community Council areas, and which sought approval for
the documents to be issued for public consultation.

The report recommended:-
that the Council -

(@)
(b)

(©)
(d)
(€)

note the revisions to the Scheme and guidance documents as set out in
Appendices 2 and 3;

note that Danestone and Woodside and Hilton Community Councils support the
boundary change outlined at section 3.4 of the report and shown in the map at
Appendix 4;

note the proposed boundary changes for Community Councils as outlined in
Appendix 5;

instruct the Chief Officer - Governance to issue a public notice inviting members
of the public to comment on the Scheme and associated documents; and

note that a report providing the outcome of the public consultation and
requesting approval of the amended Scheme and boundaries would be
submitted to Council in December 2023.

The Council resolved:-

to approve the recommendations.
- DAVID CAMERON, Lord Provost.
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Agenda Iltem 6.2

ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL

Town House,
ABERDEEN, 23 August 2023

MINUTE OF MEETING OF ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL

Sederunt;

Lord Provost David Cameron, Chairperson;
Depute Provost Steve Delaney; and

COUNCILLORS
GILLIAN AL-SAMARAI MARTIN GREIG
NURUL HOQUE ALI DELL HENRICKSON
CHRISTIAN ALLARD RYAN HOUGHTON
ALISON ALPHONSE MICHAEL HUTCHISON
KATE BLAKE MICHAEL KUSZNIR
JENNIFER BONSELL GRAEME LAWRENCE
MARIE BOULTON SANDRA MACDONALD
DESMOND BOUSE NEIL MacGREGOR
RICHARD BROOKS ALEXANDER McLELLAN
HAZEL CAMERON KEN McLEOD
DONNA CLARK CIARAN McRAE
JOHN COOKE M. TAUQEER MALIK
NEIL COPLAND DUNCAN MASSEY
WILLIAM CORMIE JESSICA MENNIE
BARNEY CROCKETT ALEX NICOLL
SARAH CROSS MIRANDA RADLEY
DEREK DAVIDSON KAIRIN VAN SWEEDEN
LEE FAIRFULL LYNN THOMSON
EMMA FARQUHAR SIMON WATSON
GORDON GRAHAM and
ROSS GRANT IAN YUILL

Lord Provost David Cameron, in the Chair.
The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found here.
Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of approval,

these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this document will not be
retrospectively altered.
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Council Meeting, Wednesday, 23 August 2023

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND TRANSPARENCY STATEMENTS

1. Councillor Macdonald advised that she had a connection in relation to agenda
item 9.1 (City Centre and Beach Masterplan - Annual Update) by virtue of her position as
a Council appointed Director on the Board of Aberdeen Heat and Power Limited, however
having applied the objective test she did not consider that she had an interest and would
not be withdrawing from the meeting.

Councillor Grant advised that he had general connections in relation to agenda items 9.1,
9.3 (Queen Street Outline Business Case) and 9.5 (Aberdeen Market - August 2023
Update) by virtue of being an employee of Aberdeen Inspired, however having applied
the objective test he did not consider that he had an interest and did not intend to
withdraw from the meeting.

Councillor Yuill advised that he had a connection in relation to agenda item 9.10 (Public
Health Scotland/North East Population Health Alliance Strategic Partnership Agreement)
by virtue of his position as a Council appointed member of the Board of NHS Grampian,
however having applied the objective test he did not consider that he had an interest and
would not be withdrawing from the meeting.

Councillor Allard advised that he had a connection in relation to agenda item 9.6 (Land
Options within the Energy Transition Zone) as a Council appointed Director on the Board
of Opportunity North East, however having applied the objective test he did not consider
that he had an interest and would not be withdrawing from the meeting.

Councillor Hutchison advised that he had connections in relation to agenda item 9.1 by
virtue of his position as a Council appointed Director on the Board of Aberdeen Heat and
Power Limited and as a resident and property owner within the footprint of the George
Street Masterplan, however having applied the objective test he did not consider that he
had an interest and would not be withdrawing from the meeting.

Councillor Cooke advised that he had a connection in relation to agenda item 9.1 by
reason of his position as an observer to the Board of Sport Aberdeen, however having
applied the objective test he did not consider that he had an interest and would not be
withdrawing from the meeting.

TRIBUTE

2. The Lord Provost advised that it was with a heavy heart that he was paying tribute
to Richard Sweetnam who had very sadly passed away at the beginning of August after
a long battle with cancer. The Lord Provost emphasised that Richard had contributed
significantly to the economic development of the city and would be greatly missed by all.

The Lord Provost listed a number of Richard’s achievements and projects that he had

been involved with during his time as Chief Officer - City Growth, which included
attracting the Great Aberdeen Run, elite cycling events and the Tour of Britain to
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Council Meeting, Wednesday, 23 August 2023

Aberdeen in recent years. Richard had also been heavily involved with various
international activities and had supported Lord Provosts accordingly. The Lord Provost
highlighted the redevelopment of Aberdeen Art Gallery and the reopening of Provost
Skene’s House as part of the City Centre Masterplan. Richard had also played a key role
in the Aberdeen South Harbour and Energy Transition Zone and many condolences had
been paid by the Council’s various partners.

The Lord Provost expressed his sincere condolences to Richard’s wife, Margaret, and
his three sons on behalf of the Council.

Councillors Allard, Yuill, Malik, Houghton and Boulton each paid their own tributes to
Richard, recollecting their time working with him and how passionate he had been about
the city.

The Council resolved:-
to concur with the remarks of the Lord Provost and the various Councillors.

DEPUTATION REQUESTS

3. The Council received a deputation from Mr Simon McLean on behalf of Torry

Community Council with regard to agenda item 9.6 (Land Options within the Energy
Transition Zone).

Mr McLean spoke in the following terms:-

“Councillors - communities welcome change; change that benefits their community;
change that benefits their environment. Following the methodology of the electoral
commission on referendum and referendum questions - the voluntary Community
Council in Torry polled the community - carrying out, in part, its statutory role on planning.
100%, yes 100%, of valid votes cast of approximately 200 people made it clear that “I
want St Fittick’s Park to remain a green space as a community park.” None wanted, in
part or whole, for the last large accessible green space to be made into an industrial site.

Of a population of around 10,000 people, the people of Torry should as an average have
about 0.2% of the Control of Major Accident Hazards (COMAH) sites in Scotland in or
around our area - yet we have over twenty times that number. Torry is already surrounded
by industrial and or contaminated land. Taking a further large accessible green space will
continue to add to the poor rates of health.

In 2021, local medical practitioners wrote advising that building on the park would
‘permanently undermine’ efforts to tackle health inequality. Men living in Torry have on
average 13 years less life expectancy than wealthier parts of the city and residents of
Torry have on average 20 years less healthy life expectancy.

Based on information in the public domain and speaking with ETZ Ltd, no health impact
assessment has happened and already the protective status of the park was taken in
December 2022 - it is concerning what access, information and its tone and presentation
is being given to Councillors from different quarters.
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Council Meeting, Wednesday, 23 August 2023

No one is doubting climate change, yet taking needed green space from a community
while speaking about helping the environment is projecting greenwashing to both
residents and you city Councillors alike.

Jobs are repeatedly claimed perhaps to sweeten the deal and ease conscience when
voting on such plans while at the same time perhaps deflecting further harm is risked to
our community and environment. What is certain is that homes in Torry and across the
North East need to insulate all homes to EPC C standard in ten years.

Are you aware of a draft plan to insulate all homes to EPC C standard in Torry for an
estimated £38million? This and the wider area WILL result in real and needed jobs.

Councillors, no doubt Council officers have made you aware of HMRC’s Green book
2022 ‘how to appraise policies, programmes and projects’. It also provides guidance on
the design and use of monitoring and evaluation before, during and after implementation.
Appraisal of alternative policy options is an inseparable part of detailed policy
development and design.

With this in mind and the knowledge that local people and doctors state the need to keep
the park and the need to look at alternatives.

Let me submit to you an outline strategic alternative plan that visually creates a way to
protect the park, create thousands of jobs, improve health - taking pressure off the NHS,
Improving our energy security and lowering energy bills for residents of Torry primarily,
and beyond in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire.

Aberdeen City Council has conflicts of interest being one of the parties that created a
business case with three other parties and resulted in ETZ Ltd; Aberdeen City Council
has control of the land and is likely to make money from the rent or sale of the land plus
is the planning authority.

Defer further plans before the one-sided planning appeal kicks in favouring speculators
over communities and indeed the City Council (who no doubt won't want to pay for legal
costs), and review the land use situation - ETZ Ltd themselves acknowledge they are
unclear of the use.

Apart from personal data, publish the whole business case for scrutiny, including
appendices, if the evidence is overwhelming to validate removing part or all of the park,
allow people to see the documents.

Fund the community of Torry a fully funded referendum on the future of the park - each
tier of government has conflicts of interest - use the evidence of the referendum to
demonstrate the public sentiment and assist on its future planning.

it must be very difficult for ward Councillors - with the adversarial nature of politics,
dependency on Council officers and their sometime questionable advice - especially
when a narrative is perhaps repeatedly given over and over again over time.

Do consider this and allow us to make the voice of the public heard in Torry, it is clear it
is about keeping the park.”
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Council Meeting, Wednesday, 23 August 2023

Members asked questions of Mr McLean and thanked him for his contribution.

MINUTE OF MEETING OF ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL OF 14 JUNE 2023

4, The Council had before it the minute of meeting of Aberdeen City Council of 14
June 2023.

The Council resolved:-
to approve the minute.

MINUTE OF MEETING OF URGENT BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF 7 JULY 2023

5. The Council had before it the minute of meeting of the Urgent Business Committee
of 7 July 2023.

The Council resolved:-

to note that the minute required to be updated to include the special circumstances
regarding urgency, and that the amended minute would therefore be submitted to the
next Council meeting for approval.

MINUTE OF MEETING OF URGENT BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF 11 AUGUST 2023

6. The Council had before it the minute of meeting of the Urgent Business Committee
of 11 August 2023.

The Council resolved:-
to approve the minute.

AUDIT, RISK AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE OF 27 JUNE 2023 - LOCAL
GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY CODE

7. With reference to Article 7 of the minute of meeting of the Audit, Risk and Scrutiny
Committee of 27 June 2023, the Council had before ita report by the Director of Customer
Services which had been prepared in response to the notice of motion by Councillor
Kusznir requesting the preparation of a feasibility study to explore the establishment of a
parallel Local Government Transparency Code, similar to the one in place for local
authorities in England. The matter had been referred to Council by six members of the
Committee in accordance with Standing Order 34.1.

The report recommended: -

that the Audit, Risk and Scrutiny Committee -

€) note the current position regarding data publication and compliance; and

(b) note that a report from the Chief Officer - Customer Experience and People and
Organisational Development would be provided pending the outcome of Scottish
Government consultation and further review.
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Council Meeting, Wednesday, 23 August 2023

The Audit, Risk and Scrutiny Committee resolved: -
to approve the recommendations.

Councillor Fairfull moved, seconded by Councillor Bouse:-
That the Council approve the decision of the Audit, Risk and Scrutiny Committee.

Councillor Kusznir moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Farquhar:-

That the Council:-

(1) understands the current position regarding data publication and compliance
in Scotland; and

(2) instructs the Chief Officer - Customer Experience and People and
Organisational Development to come back to committee following the
publication of the results of the recent consultation to further consider the
progression of a parallel Aberdeen Taxpayers Transparency Code for
approval.

On a division, there voted:-

For the motion (24) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost; and Councillors Al-Samarai, Allard,
Alphonse, Bouse, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie, Davidson, Fairfull,
Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, MacGregor, McLellan, McRae, Mennie, Nicoll, Radley,
van Sweeden and VYuill.

For the amendment (19) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Boulton, Brooks, Crockett,
Cross, Farquhar, Graham, Grant, Houghton, Kusznir, Lawrence, Macdonald, McLeod,
Malik, Massey, Thomson and Watson.

The Council resolved:-
to adopt the motion.

COUNCIL BUSINESS PLANNER

8. The Council had before it the business planner as prepared by the Interim Chief
Officer - Governance (Assurance).

During the course of questions, Councillor Macdonald advised that she had a connection
due to her involvement with the Our Union Street project, however having applied the
objective test she did not consider that she had an interest and would not be withdrawing
from the meeting.

Councillor McLellan advised that he had a connection as the Council appointed observer
to the Board of Our Union Street, however having applied the objective test he did not
consider that he had an interest and would not be withdrawing from the meeting.

Councillors Yuill and Greig advised that they also had connections as volunteers with

Our Union Street, however having applied the objective test they did not consider that
they had an interest and would not be withdrawing from the meeting.
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Council Meeting, Wednesday, 23 August 2023

Councillor Malik moved as a procedural motion, seconded by Councillor Ali:-
That item 7 (101-103 Union Street) on the business planner should not be delayed
to December 2024 and to instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord to report
back to the next Council meeting on the matter.

On a division, there voted:-
For the procedural motion (19) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Boulton, Brooks,

Crockett, Cross, Farquhar, Graham, Grant, Houghton, Kusznir, Lawrence, Macdonald,
McLeod, Malik, Massey, Thomson and Watson.

Against the procedural motion (23) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost; and Councillors Al-
Samarai, Allard, Alphonse, Bouse, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie,
Davidson, Fairfull, Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, MacGregor, McLellan, McRae, Nicoll,
Radley, van Sweeden and Yuill.

Absent from the division (1) - Councillor Mennie.

The Council resolved:-
to reject the procedural motion and therefore agree that item 7 be delayed to the Council
meeting in December 2024.

The Council further resolved:-

0] to note that the Chief Officer - Strategic Place Planning would issue a service
update to the Net Zero, Environment and Transport Committee in connection with
item 35 (Revised Council Climate Change Plan);

(i)  to note that the Interim Chief Officer - Governance (Assurance) would investigate
the situation with regard to a notice of motion by Councillor Houghton regarding
the possibility of renaming Union Terrace Gardens after Queen Elizabeth Il, which
had been considered at committee in November 2022, and which had called for
a further report but was no longer appearing on any committee business planner;
and

(i)  to otherwise note the business planner.

CITY CENTRE AND BEACH MASTERPLAN - ANNUAL UPDATE - COM/23/245

9. With reference to Article 2 of the minute of its meeting of 25 August 2022, the
Council had before it a report by the Director of Commissioning which provided an annual
update on the City Centre and Beach Masterplan.

The report recommended: -

that the Council -

@) note the progress made over the last 12 months to advance a wide range of
projects contained within the City Centre and Beach Masterplan, and agree the
updates provided to Sections 6, 8 and Appendix 1 of the Masterplan report
(Appendix 1);

(b) note the expected activity to be undertaken over the next 12 months, as setout in
paragraph 3.19 of the report and within Section 8 of Appendix 1;
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(c) instruct the Chief Officer - Strategic Place Planning to continue to keep the
Masterplan report under review, and to provide another progress report to Full
Council after 12 months; and

(d) inrelation to Phase 2 of the Beach area, note the summary of comments received
on the initial public consultation exercise on how people currently use these areas,
and instruct the Chief Officer - Strategic Place Planning to prepare a Development
Framework for the Phase 2 areas, which would be reported back to Full Council
before the end of 2024.

During the course of questions, Councillor Henrickson advised that he had a connection
by virtue of being a very minor shareholder in Aberdeen Football Club, however having
applied the objective test he did not consider that he had an interest and would not be
withdrawing from the meeting.

Councillor McLellan moved, seconded by Councillor Greig:-
That the Council approve the recommendations.

Councillor Malik moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Blake:-

That the Council -

(1) approve recommendations (a) and (b);

(2) agreethe SNP are famous for dither, defer, delay tactics and note within the
financial implications that phase 2 of the Masterplan may not be delivered
until 2037/38, which will come as a complete shock to the public;

(3) agree that Aberdeen city centre residents, businesses, visitors and the
people of Aberdeen are being let down by the SNP led Administration. The
decision they have made for the city centre, particularly the signage and
operation of the bus gate proposals have caused consternation and
confusion; they have generated a city centre that is no longer easy to visit
because firstly it is not pedestrian friendly for customers and secondly it is
not conducive to attracting businesses needed to create a vibrant diverse
café culture economy that would attract shoppers and other visitors to the
city;

(4) agree that the enforcement of bus gate penalties on Union Street and
neighbouring streets should be suspended until further notice and instruct
the Chief Officer - Operations and Protective Services to bring a report back
to the next meeting of Full Council outlining the feasibility and costs for
exemptions to holders of blue badges;

(5) instruct the Chief Officer - Strategic Place Planning to bring forward a
Masterplan report detailing the expected provisional delivery dates for phase
2 of the Masterplan from now until 2037 to the next Council meeting, to allow
members to agree an accelerated programme at the next budget meeting;
and

(6) instruct the Chief Officer - Strategic Place Planning to prepare a
Development Framework for the Phase 2 areas, before the next budget
meeting in order for Council to move forward with the Masterplan stopping
this dither, defer, delay tactics currently being employed by the SNP led
Administration.

During the course of debate, Councillor Copland advised that he had a connection by
reason of his wife being a blue badge holder, however having applied the objective test
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he did not consider that he had an interest and would not be withdrawing from the
meeting.

On a division, there voted:-

For the motion (24) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost; and Councillors Al-Samarai, Allard,

Alphonse, Bouse, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie, Davidson, Fairfull,
Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, MacGregor, McLellan, McRae, Mennie, Nicoll, Radley,
van Sweeden and VYuill.

For the amendment (18) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Brooks, Crockett, Cross,

Farquhar, Graham, Grant, Houghton, Kusznir, Lawrence, Macdonald, McLeod, Malik,
Massey, Thomson and Watson.

Declined to vote (1) - Councillor Boulton.

The Council resolved:-

to adopt the motion.

MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY FOR THE COUNCIL'S GENERAL FUND
2023 - RES/23/250

10.

The Council had before it a report by the Director of Resources which presented

the Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) for the Council's General Fund in 2023 and
explained that its purpose was to pull together in one place all known factors affecting
the financial position and financial sustainability of the organisation over the medium

term.

The report recommended: -
that the Council -

@)

(b)

(©
(d)

(€)

note that the Scottish Government published its latest MTFS in May 2023. This
indicated that while the Scottish Resource Budget was increasing up to 2027-28,
in both cash and real terms, it was not expected to rise at the same rate as the
spending bill, creating a growing funding gap over time;

note that in light of the deficitin the Scottish Budget forecast as part of the Scottish
Government's MTFS, May 2023, and expectations for Local Government included
in the Resource Spending Review, published in May 2022, the future funding
assumption within the MTFS had been revised to flat cash for the period through
to 2025/26, with a 1% increase thereafter. Further information would be available
once the Scottish Budget for 2024/25 was published in December 2023 and the
Local Government Settlement was issued. At this point the MTFS model would
be updated to reflect the latest data;

approve the MTFS for the General Fund, 2023;

note that the Strategy relied on delivering its intentions contained in the TOM1.2
report [Council, August 2022, CUS/22/171] which described the approach the
Council intended to take through transformation and multi-agency working to
contribute towards closing the gap between income and expenditure forecast;
note the reported impact that pay and price inflation and supply chain volatility was
continuing to have on our current financial year [Finance & Resources Committee,

Page 15



()

@)

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)

()

(m)

(n)

10
Council Meeting, Wednesday, 23 August 2023

August 2023, RES/23/255] and that the impactwas anticipated to continue to have
an effect on the future funding gap;

note that the commitments contained within the Partnership Agreement, adopted
on 18 May 2022, as part of the 2023/24 budget setting process were prioritised
and where appropriate the decisions taken by the Council had been incorporated
into the MTFS to reflect the financial implications of those decisions;

note that a review was being undertaken of the Capital Programme, in light of the
financial environment, and the best value considerations, with a report being
provided to the Finance and Resources Committee in September 2023;

note that the current Capital Programme, as included in the Council Financial
Performance Quarter 1, 2023/24 report, was the basis for capital financing costs
and debt levels referred to in the MTFS and following the regular review of the
Loans Fund Repayment Policy, approve the policy for 2024/25 and beyond as
described in Table 5 of the MTFS;

note the 2024/25 Budget would be discussed and set by the Council in
February/March 2024 following an extensive public engagement exercise as
required by the Scheme of Governance and Budget Protocol. Councillors would
be issued with full detail of the Phase 1 consultation referred to in Section 5.10 of
the Appendix. For Phase 2 consultation, this would be based on the central
scenario shown in the MTFS 2023 and the results of this would be reported to
Council in December 2023;

note that the Council’s Financial Resilience Framework showed that the value of
useable reserves had continued to rise on the back of additional funding being
provided late in financial years for specific purposes. The General Fund had
underlying resilience of £12m (uncommitted reserves) which was a falling
percentage of the net General Fund budget. The Council should consider if, in the
current financial climate, that was sufficient and decide during the 2024/25 budget
setting process whether to budget for this to increase;

note that the strength of the Council Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2023 (net worth
was £1.5bn) was broadly similar to the year before. Key changes were areduction
in long-term pension liabilities (down £0.1bn) offset by an increase in total
borrowing (up £0.1bn);

note that the Resilience Framework identified that the total value, and cost of
servicing, debt was rising. The rising cost of debt would have to be managed and
it was notable that short-term debt had risen during 2022/23, which had been a
deliberate choice to avoid locking into rising interest rates for the long-term when
financial forecasts would suggest the cost of borrowing reducing over the short to
medium term;

note that the options available to the Council for managing rising debt levels
included reducing the scale and scope of the General Fund Capital Programme or
extending it over a much longer period. With the costs rising, as noted at 2.12,
these capital financing costs were forecast to become a larger proportion of the
Council's net income. The Council must consider if the proportion of revenue
resources allocated to capital financing was appropriate, as per the Prudential
Code, and it should make changes as necessary as part of the 2024/25 budget
setting process; and

note that the Chief Officer - Finance would continue to develop the Financial
Resilience Framework with a view to embedding it across the council’s financial
planning, financial monitoring and financial year end reporting arrangements.
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Councillor McLellan moved, seconded by Councillor VYuill:-
That the Council approve the recommendations.

Councillor Malik moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Grant:-

That the Council -

(1) approve recommendations (a), (b), (d), (e), (®, (9), (h), (j), (K), (I), (m) and (n)
contained within the report;

(2) agree the MTFS for the General Fund, 2023, noting that a deliberate shift
towards prevention and early intervention was key to budgetary control;

(3) agree that Aberdeen City Council’'s Leader has made no impact on COSLA,
who continue to provide Aberdeen City Council with a woeful financial
settlement - despite promises in opposition to ensure COSLA provided the
Council with fair funding; and

(4) note the 2024/25 Budget would be discussed and set by the Council in
February/March 2024 following an extensive public engagement exercise as
required by the Scheme of Governance and Budget Protocol and agree that
Councillors would be issued with full detail of the Phase 1 consultation
referred to in Section 5.10 of the Appendix within 7 days of this meeting.

On a division, there voted:-

For the motion (24) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost; and Councillors Al-Samarai, Allard,
Alphonse, Bouse, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie, Davidson, Fairfull,
Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, MacGregor, McLellan, McRae, Mennie, Nicoll, Radley,
van Sweeden and VYuill.

For the amendment (19) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Boulton, Brooks, Crockett,
Cross, Farquhar, Graham, Grant, Houghton, Kusznir, Lawrence, Macdonald, McLeod,
Malik, Massey, Thomson and Watson.

The Council resolved:-
to adopt the motion.

At this juncture, the Lord Provost advised that he was bringing forward
items 9.9 (Regional Land Use Partnership Pilot Board) and 9.10 (Public
Health Scotland/North East Population Health Alliance Strategic
Partnership Agreement) as the next two items of business.

REGIONAL LAND USE PARTNERSHIP PILOT BOARD - COM/23/241

11. The Council had before it a report by the Director of Commissioning which
provided background on the establishment of a Regional Land Use Partnership (RLUP)
Pilot Board for the North East of Scotland and sought the appointment of two elected
members to the Board.

The report recommended: -
that the Council -
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(@) instruct the Chief Officer - Strategic Place Planning to continue to work
collaboratively with officers in Aberdeenshire Council on the development of the
North East Regional Land Use Partnership Pilot, recognising the strong history of
partnership working between the two Councils on matters affecting the North East
Region;

(b) note the Terms of Reference for the newly formed Regional Land Use Partnership
Pilot Board for the North East of Scotland; and

(c) appoint two members from Aberdeen City Council to siton the Regional Land Use
Partnership Board.

The Council resolved:-
to approve the recommendations and agree that the two members to sit on the RLUP
Board would be from the Partnership.

PUBLIC HEALTH SCOTLAND / NORTH EAST POPULATION HEALTH ALLIANCE
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT - CUS/23/273

12.  The Council had before it a report by the Director of Commissioning which sought
endorsement for the signing of a strategic partnership agreement between Public Health
Scotland (PHS) and Aberdeen City Council, as one of nine organisations comprising the
North East Population Health Alliance (NEPHA).

The report recommended: -

that the Council -

@) agree that Aberdeen City Council be a signatory to the strategic partnership
agreement; and

(b) request the Chief Executive to provide the Council with an annual progress report
on the strategic partnership agreement.

The Council resolved:-
to approve the recommendations.

At this juncture, the Council agreed to suspend Standing Order 40.2 to
enable the meeting to continue beyond six hours.

COUNCIL DIARY AND COMMITTEE PLACES - COM/23/233

13.  The Council had before it a report by the Director of Commissioning which sought

approval of the Council diary for 2024; and considered the allocation of committee places
following the resignation of Councillor Crockett from the Labour group.

The report recommended: -

that the Council -

€) approve the Council diary for 2024 appended to the report, making any changes
as appropriate; and

(b) agree that three Labour committee places transfer to Councillor Crockett and
determine those committees.
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Councillor Radley moved, seconded by Councillor Greig:-
That the Council -
(1) approve the Council diary for 2024 appended to the report; and
(2) agree, as a consequence of Councillor Crockett's resignation from the
Labour Group, the revised allocation of committee places in Appendix 1
below.

Appendix 1 : Revised Committee Place Allocations

Committee Partnership | Labour | Conservative Cllr Cllr Cllr Total
Boulton | Crockett Mrs
Stewart
Anti-Poverty 7 3 2 0 1 0 13
and
Inequality
Audit, Risk 7 3 2 0 0 1 13
and Scrutiny
Communities, 7 3 2 0 0 1 13
Housing and
Public
Protection
Education 8 2 2 1 0 0 13
and
Children’s
Services
Finance and 8 3 2 0 0 0 13
Resources
Licensing 7 3 2 1 0 0 13
Committee
Net Zero, 7 3 2 0 1 0 13
Environment
and
Transport
Pensions 11 0 2 0 0 0 13
Planning 7 4 1 1 0 0 13
Development
Management
Staff 7 3 2 0 1 0 13
Governance
Urgent 4 2 1 0 0 0 7
Business
Integration 3 1 0 0 0 0 4
Joint Board (plus 2 (plus | (plus 1 sub) (plus
subs) 1 sub) 4
subs)
Total: 83 30 20 3 3 2 141
(plus 2 (plus | (plus 1 sub) (plus
subs) 1 sub) 4
subs)
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Councillor Malik moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Grant:-
That the Council -
(1) approve the Council diary for 2024 appended to the report; and
(2) agree that three Labour committee places transfer to Councillor Crockett,
these being Licensing, Planning and Anti-Poverty.

On a division, there voted:-

For the motion (24) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost; and Councillors Al-Samarai, Allard,
Alphonse, Bouse, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie, Davidson, Fairfull,
Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, MacGregor, McLellan, McRae, Mennie, Nicoll, Radley,
van Sweeden and Vuill.

For the amendment (18) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Brooks, Crockett, Cross,
Farquhar, Graham, Grant, Houghton, Kusznir, Lawrence, Macdonald, McLeod, Malik,
Massey, Thomson and Watson.

Declined to vote (1) - Councillor Boulton.

The Council resolved:-
to adopt the motion.

TRIBUTE

14. The Lord Provost noted that former Councillor Ron Webster had sadly passed
away during the summer and recalled his own experience of meeting him many years
ago in a different capacity. Ron had been a long serving Councillor with Aberdeen City
Council and its predecessor authorities before retiring in 2007, and the Lord Provost
emphasised that he had the greatest respect for him.

The Depute Provost and Councillors Crockett, Macdonald, Allard, Houghton, Boulton,
Copland, Yuill and Malik echoed the Lord Provost's remarks and paid their own tributes
to Ron, expressing their condolences to his friends and family.

The Council resolved:-
to concur with the remarks of the Lord Provost, Depute Provost and the various
Councillors.

The Lord Provost advised that the meeting was being adjourned in terms of
Standing Order 40.3 and that the remainder of the business would be
considered at a future date which would be confirmed in due course.

- DAVID CAMERON, Lord Provost.
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ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL

Town House,
ABERDEEN, 11 September
2023

MINUTE OF ADJOURNED MEETING OF ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL

Sederunt;

Lord Provost David Cameron, Chairperson;
Depute Provost Steve Delaney; and

COUNCILLORS

GILLIAN AL-SAMARAI DELL HENRICKSON
NURUL HOQUE ALI RYAN HOUGHTON
CHRISTIAN ALLARD MICHAEL HUTCHISON
ALISON ALPHONSE MICHAEL KUSZNIR
KATE BLAKE GRAEME LAWRENCE
JENNIFER BONSELL SANDRA MACDONALD
MARIE BOULTON NEIL MacGREGOR
DESMOND BOUSE ALEXANDER McLELLAN
RICHARD BROOKS KEN McLEOD

HAZEL CAMERON CIARAN McRAE
DONNA CLARK M. TAUQEER MALIK
JOHN COOKE DUNCAN MASSEY
NEIL COPLAND JESSICA MENNIE
WILLIAM CORMIE ALEX NICOLL

BARNEY CROCKETT MIRANDA RADLEY
SARAH CROSS MRS JENNIFER STEWART
DEREK DAVIDSON KAIRIN VAN SWEEDEN
LEE FAIRFULL LYNN THOMSON
EMMA FARQUHAR DEENA TISSERA
GORDON GRAHAM SIMON WATSON

ROSS GRANT and

MARTIN GREIG IAN YUILL

Lord Provost David Cameron, in the Chair.
The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found here.
Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of approval,

these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this document will not be
retrospectively altered.
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INTRODUCTION

1. (A)  The Lord Provost advised that he had accepted an urgent notice of motion
by Councillor Greig onto the agenda which would be considered as the last item of
business. The reason for urgency was the recent news concerning the presence of
Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete (RAAC) in various Council buildings and the
work that had to be undertaken at relatively short notice to address concerns.

(B) Councillor Mrs Stewart expressed her dissatisfaction at various matters, including
the seating arrangements being changed within the Chamber without consultation and
the decisions taken at the last Council meeting which meant she continued to have fewer
committee places than the other Independent Councillors, and underlined that she felt
she was being treated unfairly. The Lord Provost encouraged Councillor Mrs Stewart to
discuss the matters with relevant colleagues outwith the meeting.

At this juncture the press and public were excluded from the meeting
following Councillor Malik raising various issues concerning library
closures and the closure of Bucksburn Swimming Pool, so as to avoid the
disclosure of exempt information of the class described in paragraph 12 of
Schedule 7A of the Act.

The press and public were then readmitted to the meeting.

BEACHFRONT PUBLIC REALM PROGRESS REPORT - BEACH PARK, EVENTS
PARK AND BROADHILL - COM/23/270

2. With reference to Article 19 of the minute of its meeting of 14 December 2022, the
Council had before it a report by the Director of Commissioning which provided updates
on the delivery of the Beachfront medium term interventions - Beach Park, Events Park
and Broadhill.

The report recommended:-

that the Council -

(@) note the update from the Chief Officer - Commercial and Procurement on progress
of the medium-term interventions: Beach Park, Events Park and Broadhill, and
approve the Final Business Case in Appendix D;

(b) instruct the Chief Officer - Commercial and Procurement to proceed with the
appointment of Hub North Scotland to deliver the Beachfront medium-term
interventions, and to report to the Finance and Resources Committee on a Six
monthly basis from the date of the report; and

(c) instruct the Chief Officer - Commercial and Procurement to liaise with Aberdeen
Health and Determinants Research Collaboration (AHDRC) to explore possible
options for additional evaluation of the social and health and wellbeing impacts of
the project and report back to committee within the first year of the Beach Park,
Events Park and Broadhill projects being operational.
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The Chief Officer - Commercial and Procurement introduced a short video which
demonstrated the level of engagement from children and young people in the Beach

Masterplan.

Councillor Yuill moved, seconded by Councillor McLellan:-
That the Council approve the recommendations.

Councillor Malik moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Macdonald:-
That the Council -

(1)
)

@)

(4)

(5)

approve the recommendations;

note the exclusive in the Press and Journal on 25 March 2022, just six weeks
before the May election, where the SNP made a Council election pledge to
bring back tourism glory days to Aberdeen beach - and make the football
stadium happen. A pledge that was contained within the Administration’s
policy document passed in May 2022 at the Statutory Council meeting;

note the economic report prepared by Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of
Commerce and MKA Economics, the catalytic impact of a community sports
stadium as the anchor project in the Aberdeen Beach Masterplan which
projected that the facilities could inject at least £1billion into the local
economy over the next 50 years;

agree that what the SNP are actually offering the public is a watered-down
project that on its own fails to inspire or enhance the beachfront without the
necessary promised sports facilities and Aberdeen Football Club Stadium,
whilst breaking their election pledge to the citizens of Aberdeen; and

agree to instruct the Chief Executive to work with Aberdeen Football Club
and Sport Aberdeen to bring forward a report to the December 2023 Council
meeting with proposals and costs to allow real regeneration of our Beach to
take place rather than the watered-down offering from the SNP.

Councillor Boulton moved as a further amendment, seconded by Councillor Mrs Stewart: -
That the Council -

(1)

)

©)

(4)

instruct the Chief Officer - Commercial and Procurement not to progress with
the award of a construction contract for the following elements of the Beach
Masterplan:
e The Urban Park and Events Park
instruct the Chief Officer - Commercial and Procurement to award the
contract for:
e Broadhill; and
e to continue to work with partners, Sport Aberdeen, Transition Extreme,
Aberdeen Football Club, and the water sports clubs to attract additional
funding for these elements within the Beach Masterplan;
instruct the Chief Officer - Commercial and Procurement to continue
improvements to:
¢ lighting, railings, footpaths; and
e renovate the existing play park at the Beach;
instruct the Chief Officer - Operations and Protective Services to continue to
investigate options to provide solutions to tackle coastal erosions which can
also add to the amenity of the beach and to report back to the first Council
meeting in 2024; and
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(5) given the reduction in capital spend from (1) above, this reduced expenditure
be utilised to invest inroad and pavement infrastructure.

There being a motion and two amendments, the Council first divided between the
amendment by Councillor Malik and the amendment by Councillor Boulton.

On a division, there voted:-
For the amendment by Councillor Malik (18) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Brooks,

Crockett, Cross, Farquhar, Graham, Grant, Houghton, Kusznir, Lawrence, Macdonald,
McLeod, Malik, Thomson, Tissera and Watson.

For the amendment by Councillor Boulton (2) - Councillors Boulton and Mrs Stewart.

Declined to vote (25) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost, and Councillors Al-Samarai,
Allard, Alphonse, Bouse, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie, Davidson,
Fairfull, Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, MacGregor, McLellan, McRae, Massey, Mennie,
Nicoll, Radley, van Sweeden and Yuill.

The Council then divided between the motion and the amendment by Councillor Malik.
On a division, there voted:-

For the motion (24) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost; and Councillors Al-Samarai, Allard,
Alphonse, Bouse, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie, Davidson, Fairfull,
Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, MacGregor, McLellan, McRae, Mennie, Nicoll, Radley,
van Sweeden and VYuill.

For the amendment by Councillor Malik (19) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Brooks,
Crockett, Cross, Farquhar, Graham, Grant, Houghton, Kusznir, Lawrence, Macdonald,
McLeod, Malik, Massey, Thomson, Tissera and Watson.

Declined to vote (2) - Councillors Boulton and Mrs Stewart.

The Council resolved:-

@) to adopt the motion; and

(i)  to note that the Chief Officer - Commercial and Procurement would check on the
status of the artificial dunes at the beach covering the old shelter following the
guery from Councillor Alphonse, and provide an update to members ata later date.

Councillors Boulton and Mrs Stewart intimated their dissent against the
foregoing decision in accordance with Standing Order 32.8.
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QUEEN STREET OUTLINE BUSINESS CASE - RES/23/242

3. The Council had before it a report by the Director of Resources which presented
the Outline Business Case (OBC) for the redevelopment of the Queen Street area as an
urban park.

The report recommended: -

that the Council -

@) note the conclusion of the OBC and agree the recommendation to progress with
Option 5: Urban Park with landscaping to north-west development area and
development to south-east on site of former Police HQ; and

(b) instruct the Director of Resources to:

() proceed with the detailed design, consultation and engagement with
stakeholders, obtain necessary consents, negotiate parking and access
changes and develop a detailed cost and delivery programme required to
deliver Phase 1 of the Urban Park as detailed inthe OBC;

(i) update the business case for the site of the former Police HQ to determine
suitability for refurbishment, rebuild, or as Urban Park Phase 2, depending
on the outcome of market testing; and

(i)  report progress to Council in December 2023.

Councillor Hutchison moved, seconded by Councillor Bouse:-
That the Council approve the recommendations.

Councillor Malik moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Watson:-
That the Council note the conclusion of the OBC and agree to market the site and
to report progress to Council in December 2023.

On a division, there voted:-

For the motion (25) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost; and Councillors Al-Samarai, Allard,
Alphonse, Boulton, Bouse, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie, Davidson,
Fairfull, Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, MacGregor, McLellan, McRae, Mennie, Nicoll,
Radley, van Sweeden and VYuill.

For the amendment (19) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Brooks, Crockett, Cross,
Farquhar, Graham, Grant, Kusznir, Lawrence, Macdonald, McLeod, Malik, Massey, Mrs
Stewart, Thomson, Tissera and Watson.

Absent from the division (1) - Councillor Houghton.

The Council resolved:-
to adopt the motion.
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CITY CENTRE AND BEACH MASTERPLAN: GENERATIONABERDEEN -
COM/23/269

4. The Council had before it a report by the Director of Commissioning which sought
approval for the new construction information design for the City Centre and Beach
Masterplan Projects.

The report recommended: -
that the Council approve the adoption of the new construction information design for the
City Centre and Beach Masterplan Projects: GENERATIONABERDEEN.

Councillor Allard moved, seconded by Councillor Greig:-
That the Council approve the recommendation.

Councillor Boulton moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Mrs Stewart:-
That the Council agree not to proceed with GENERATIONABERDEEN.

Councillor Blake moved as a further amendment, seconded by Councillor Thomson:-
That the Council approve the adoption of the new construction information design
for the City Centre and Beach Masterplan Projects GENERATIONABERDEEN
subject to the following:

e Market testing of the sub brand with the target audience being conducted
and research/workshop outputs already conducted being shared; and
e Performance KPIs for the sub brand being developed.

There being a motion and two amendments, the Council first divided between the
amendment by Councillor Boulton and the amendment by Councillor Blake.

On a division, there voted:-

For the amendment by Councillor Boulton (3) - Councillors Boulton, Crockett and Mrs
Stewart.

For the amendment by Councillor Blake (11) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Graham,
Grant, Lawrence, Macdonald, Malik, Thomson, Tissera and Watson.

Declined to vote (30) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost;, and Councillors Al-Samarai,
Allard, Alphonse, Bouse, Brooks, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie,
Cross, Davidson, Fairfull, Farquhar, Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, Kusznir, MacGregor,
McLellan, McLeod, McRae, Massey, Mennie, Nicoll, Radley, van Sweeden and Yuill.

Absent from the division (1) - Councillor Houghton.

The Council then divided between the motion and the amendment by Councillor Blake.
On a division, there voted:-

For the motion (30) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost; and Councillors Al-Samarai, Allard,
Alphonse, Bouse, Brooks, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie, Cross,
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Davidson, Fairfull, Farquhar, Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, Kusznir, MacGregor,
McLellan, McLeod, McRae, Massey, Mennie, Nicoll, Radley, van Sweeden and Yuill.

For the amendment by Councillor Blake (14) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Boulton,
Crockett, Graham, Grant, Lawrence, Macdonald, Malik, Mrs Stewart, Thomson, Tissera
and Watson.

Absent from the division (1) - Councillor Houghton.

The Council resolved:-
to adopt the motion.

ABERDEEN MARKET - AUGUST 2023 UPDATE - RES/23/249

5. With reference to Article 16 of the minute of its meeting of 14 December 2022, the
Council had before it a report by the Director of Resources which provided an update on
progress with the re-development of the site as 91 - 93 Union Street and 3 - 6 Market
Street.

The report recommended: -
that the Council note the report in relation to progress with the Project.

The Council resolved:-

0] to note the report in relation to progress with the project;

(i)  to note that the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord would provide members with
the detailed Heads of Terms that had been agreed and approved by the Council's
commercial property adviser for the site, on a confidential basis; and

(i)  toinstruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord to report to the July 2024 Council
meeting with an update on the capital project.

At this juncture, the Council agreed to suspend Standing Order 40.2 to
enable the meeting to continue beyond six hours.

LAND OPTIONS WITHIN THE ENERGY TRANSITION ZONE - RES/23/287

6. The Council had before it a report by the Director of Resources which provided an
update on the planning status of sites under Council ownership at Aberdeen South
Harbour, and options to collaboratively develop three strategic sites within a strategic
partnership with Energy Transition Zone Ltd (ETZ Ltd) and Port of Aberdeen (POA),
owned and operated by Aberdeen Harbour Board (AHB) to drive a transition towards
renewable energy technologies and sustainable practices.

The report recommended: -

that the Council -

(@) note that the Aberdeen Local Development Plan had now been approved and had
designated sites at St Fittick’s, Gregness and Doonies for development as part of
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the Energy Transition Zone (ETZ). The three strategic sites make up around 10%
of the total ETZ area;

note that Gregness OP62 and part of St Fittick's OP62 was under the ownership
of Aberdeen City Council but leased to the Aberdeen Harbour Board who had an
option to purchase this land;

approve that St Fittick’'s OP56 and Doonies OP61 be made available to support
future investment and development in the ETZ, whilst also improving local
amenity;

instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord that the St Fittick's OP56 and
Doonies OP61 sites were only to be made available for lease and must remain in
Council ownership and that, furthermore, any such lease agreement was only to
be entered into at the point where financial close was reached on a particular
development;

instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord to enter formal dialogue with ETZ
Ltd and POA to discuss the optimum partnership arrangements to take forward
the future development of the sites and ensure the delivery of the outcomes
identified by ETZ Ltd in their masterplan and in Aberdeen’s Regional Economic
Strategy;,

instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord, following consultation with the
Chief Officer - Finance and Chief Officer - Governance, to consider as part of such
potential partnership arrangements how returns from the sites could be re-
invested in both the further development of the ETZ and in the local community;
and

instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord to report the outcome of these
discussions to the meeting of the Finance and Resources Committee in December
2023.

Councillor Allard moved, seconded by Councillor Greig:-

That the Council -

1. instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord, in Aberdeen City Council’s
capacity as land owner, that St Fittick's OP56 and Doonies OP61 sites were
only to be made available for lease and must remain in Council ownership and
that, furthermore, any such lease agreement was only to be entered into at the
point where an end user was agreed by Aberdeen City Council and financial
close was reached;

2. instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord to enter formal dialogue with
ETZ Ltd and PoA to discuss the optimum partnership arrangements to take
forward the future development of the sites and ensure the delivery of the
outcomes identified by ETZ Ltd in their masterplan and in the North East
Regional Economic Strategy and in line with Best Value principles;

3. instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord, following consultation with the
Chief Officer - Finance and Chief Officer — Governance, to consider as part of
such potential partnership arrangements how a proportion of the lease income
from the sites could be used for the benefit of the local community;

4. agree that approval of any leases was contingent on Council approval of the
community benefit package, which was to progress, so far as was practical,
parallel with the granting of leases;

5. note that in a recent briefing to elected members of Aberdeen City Council, the
Chief Executive of ETZ Ltd wrote: “...we are in advanced discussions with a
number of inward investors focused on cable manufacturing, moorings and
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anchorings, seeking to locate on the site (subject to planning) for these very
reasons.”;

instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord to engage with PoA, ETZ Ltd,
and any other interested party, as to any proposals they had to develop the
site, including full details of the development, the rationale for the location of
their business and any mitigations proposed to minimise the impact on local
residents;

note community amenity and wellbeing were key considerations for Aberdeen
City Council as the landowner; and instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate
Landlord that individual lease agreements must include details of the
community impact remediation steps that would be implemented at the
termination of the lease;

instruct the Chief Officer - Early Intervention and Community Empowerment
and Chief Officer - Commercial and Procurement to report through a service
update on how the local community may participate in any decision-making
process for the disbursement of funds that may be identified for the benefit of
communities;

recommend to the Planning Development Management Committee that any
future reports of the ETZ Masterplan be reported to the earliest appropriate
meeting of Full Council; and

instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord to report the outcome of
discussions regarding St Fittick’'s OP56 and Doonies OP61 sites to the earliest
appropriate meeting of Full Council.

Councillor Watson moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Malik:-
That the Council -

@)
(b)

(1)
)

©)

(4)

note over 90% of the total area required for the ETZ can be brought forward
without the need to develop St Fittick’s Park;

agree that in 2008 Audit Scotland held a “Best Value” Audit into Aberdeen
City Council. Agree this report is insufficient for the purposes of deciding on
“Best Value” given the following:-

the report does not identify who if anybody, the Council has spoken to other
than ETZ Ltd regarding the use of Council land.

removing St Fittick's Park has serious implications for the Council's
aspirations in respect of delivering its Local Outcome Improvement Plan and
Anti-Poverty and inequality strategies which has identified lifting people out
of poverty, and reducing mental health as one of its key drivers. The report
says nothing about any tangible social and economic benefits that will be
realised for Torry residents from the proposed officer recommendations.
Noting Councillor Allard leads on both the LOIP and the Anti-Poverty and
Inequality Committee.

there are no background reports within the report which would give new
elected members any additional information required to make an informed
decision.

recommendation 5 of the report is asking Council to enter formal dialogue
with ETZ Ltd and others to discuss the optimum partnership arrangements
to take forward the future development of the site, noting the legal
implications state “Best Value” cannot be determined until discussions take
place between the parties. Agree this would mean that “Best Value” for the
Council is limited as not all options for “Best Value” have occurred meaning

Page 29



©

(d)

(€)

()

(¢))

(h)

10

Adjourned Council Meeting, Monday, 11 September 2023

Aberdeen City Council may be selling itself short in both financial and
wellbeing terms.

Notwithstanding the above, if elected members are not content to seek the
above information before making an informed decision, Council agree the
following:-

approve that Doonies OP61 be made available for lease subject to the
Council receiving full commercial rates to support future investment and
development in the Energy Transition Zone, whilst also improving local
amenity.

approve that St Fittick’'s OP56 is NOT made available for lease or sale;
instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord that Doonies OP61 sites are
only to be made available for lease subject to the Council receiving market
rental value and must remain in Council ownership and that, furthermore,
any such lease agreement is only to be entered into with consent of Full
Council;

instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord to explore all options to identify
other potential partners for the site excluding, St Fittick’'s Park OP56 to
ensure the delivery of the outcomes identified in Aberdeen’s Regional
Economic Strategy, reporting back to Council in December 2023;

instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord, following consultation with the
Chief Officer - Finance and Chief Officer - Governance, to consider as part
of any potential partnership arrangements how returns from the site could be
re-invested in both the further development of the ETZ and in the local
community as per the above with a report coming back to Council in
December 2023; and

instruct the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord to submit a progress report on
actions in (f) and (g) to the meeting of Council in December 2023.

On a division, there voted:-

For the motion (32) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost; and Councillors Al-Samarai, Allard,

Alphonse, Boulton, Bouse, Brooks, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie,
Crockett, Cross, Davidson, Fairfull, Farquhar, Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, MacGregor,
McLellan, McLeod, McRae, Massey, Mennie, Nicoll, Radley, Mrs Stewart, van Sweeden

and VYuill.

For the amendment (12) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Graham, Grant, Kusznir,

Lawrence, Macdonald, Malik, Thomson, Tissera and Watson.

Absent from the division (1) - Councillor Houghton.

The Council resolved:-

to adopt the motion.
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NOTICE OF MOTION BY COUNCILLOR KUSZNIR

7. With reference to Article 23 of the minute of its meeting of 14 June 2023, the
Council had before it a notice of motion by Councillor Kusznir in the following terms:-

That the Council:
1. Notes the negative impact since 2022 of the South College Street Junction

Improvements Project works on the businesses based on and around

Palmerston Road, Palmerston Place and The Arches on South College Street;

Believes that small and medium-sized enterprises are the backbone of the UK,

Scottish and Aberdeen economy; and

. Therefore, instructs the Chief Officer - Finance to prepare a report outlining the
options available to Councillors in encouraging businesses to remain within the
area, including but not limited to Non-Domestic Rate discounts for approval by
Council.

Councillor Kusznir moved, seconded by Councillor Farquhar:-
That the Council approve the notice of motion.

Councillor Yuill moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Radley:-
That the Council note that its meeting on 14 June 2023, the Council agreed to:

(i)

(if)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

note the inclusion of both the King George VI Bridge repairs and the South
College Street junction improvements within the Council's Capital
Programme; and acknowledge the impact the works may have had on the
businesses based on and around Palmerston Road, Palmerston Place and
The Arches on South College Street;

acknowledge the South College Street junction improvement project had
received £10million funding through the Scottish Government's Bus
Partnership Fund;

agree the South College Street junction improvements were an important
step to provide a transport network to meet Aberdeen’s needs, including our
city centre and bus priority aspirations, as well as improving traffic flow in the
area and encouraging more walking and cycling;

recognise that the works associated with this investment by the Council and
the Bus Partnership Fund in our city’'s roads and public transport networks
had at times les to frustration and travel delays for both individuals and
businesses; and

instruct the Chief Officer - Operations and Protective Services to report to the
Net Zero, Environment and Transport Committee on lessons learned from
delivering these projects.

During the course of debate, Councillors Nicoll and Hutchison advised that they had a
connection by reason of knowing Mr Lewis Thomson, the owner of Results Gym which
had been referred to, however having applied the objective test they did not consider that
they had an interest and would not be withdrawing from the meeting.

Councillor Allard advised that he also had a connection by reason of a family member
having taken part in the consultation process in relation to the matter, however having
applied the objective test he did not consider that he had an interest and would not be
withdrawing from the meeting.
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On a division, there voted:-

For the motion (18) - Councillors Ali, Blake, Bonsell, Boulton, Brooks, Cross, Farquhar,

Grant, Kusznir, Lawrence, Macdonald, McLeod, Malik, Massey, Mrs Stewart, Thomson,
Tissera and Watson.

For the amendment (24) - Lord Provost; Depute Provost; and Councillors Al-Samarai,

Allard, Alphonse, Bouse, Hazel Cameron, Clark, Cooke, Copland, Cormie, Davidson,
Fairfull, Greig, Henrickson, Hutchison, MacGregor, McLellan, McRae, Mennie, Nicoll,
Radley, van Sweeden and VYuill.

Declined to vote (1) - Councillor Crockett.

Absent from the division (2) - Councillors Graham and Houghton.

The Council resolved:-

to adopt the amendment.

URGENT NOTICE OF MOTION BY COUNCILLOR GREIG

8. The Council had before it an urgent notice of motion by Councillor Greig in the
following terms:-

That this Council:

1)

)
©)
(4)

()
(6)

()
(8)
)

Recognises that the presence of Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete
(RAAC) in city schools is causing families, young people, communities and
Council staff genuine concern.

Reaffirms its commitment to the safety of young people, staff, and visitors in
city schools.

Notes the position of the Scottish Government and CoSLA that robust
guidance has been put in place to ensure the safety of school settings.
Welcomes the proactive action by Council staff in surveying schools to
identify and monitor the presence of RAAC in schools and notes that further
testing and monitoring of school buildings will continue to be caried out.
Notes that the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord has instructed qualified
experts to undertake appropriate and further structural investigations.

Will continue to work with Headteachers and staff to monitor any possible
factors that could increase risk and report to the Chief Officer - Corporate
Landlord.

Agrees that costed proposals will be considered within the ongoing School
Estate Plan to address the presence of RAAC in city schools.

Instructs the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord to issue regular service
updates.

Instructs the Chief Officer - Corporate Landlord to report to the Education
and Children’s Services Committee on the outcome of the inspections and
identified risks.
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The Council resolved:-

to approve the urgent notice of motion.
- DAVID CAMERON, Lord Provost.
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Agenda Item 6.4

ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL

Town House,
ABERDEEN, 18 September
2023

MINUTE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL

Sederunt;

Lord Provost David Cameron, Chairperson;
Depute Provost Steve Delaney; and

COUNCILLORS

NURUL HOQUE ALI
CHRISTIAN ALLARD
ALISON ALPHONSE
KATE BLAKE
JENNIFER BONSELL
MARIE BOULTON
DESMOND BOUSE
RICHARD BROOKS
HAZEL CAMERON
DONNA CLARK
JOHN COOKE

NEIL COPLAND
WILLIAM CORMIE
BARNEY CROCKETT
DEREK DAVIDSON
LEE FAIRFULL
EMMA FARQUHAR
GORDON GRAHAM
ROSS GRANT
MARTIN GREIG
DELL HENRICKSON

MICHAEL HUTCHISON
MICHAEL KUSZNIR
GRAEME LAWRENCE
SANDRA MACDONALD
NEIL MacGREGOR
ALEXANDER McLELLAN
KEN McLEOD
CIARAN McRAE
M. TAUQEER MALIK
DUNCAN MASSEY
JESSICA MENNIE
ALEX NICOLL
MIRANDA RADLEY
MRS JENNIFER STEWART
KAIRIN VAN SWEEDEN
LYNN THOMSON
DEENA TISSERA
SIMON WATSON

and
IAN YUILL

Lord Provost David Cameron, in the Chair.

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found here.

Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of approval,
these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this document will not be

retrospectively altered.
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Special Council Meeting, Monday, 18 September 2023

DETERMINATION OF EXEMPT BUSINESS

1. The Lord Provost advised that although the written request for the special meeting
was a public document, the advice from officers was that the meeting should be held in
private as it related to an ongoing legal case.

Councillor Malik moved as a procedural mot